7S             INDIA S ADVANCE TO SEIT-GUVERNMENT

Mr Gandhi. He began a 'fast unto death' as a protest against the
distinction of the Depressed Classes from the general body of
Hindus by the institution for them of separate electorates.
A compromise was finally reached by reserving a larger number
of scats for members of die Depressed Classes, but the candidates
for them were to be voted for by the whole Hindu electorate
and not only by the Depressed Classes themselves.

An unexpected development took place at the opening of the
first Round Table Conference when the Maharaja of Bikaner
announced the willingness of the Princes to consider entering a
Federation of the whole of India. As a result, the Act of 1935,
which marked a great new advance, was divided into two main
parts, Part I dealing with the government of the Provinces, and
Part H with the establishment of a Federal Government and
Parliament, uniting Provinces and States.

Part I gave immediate responsible self-government in all internal
affairs (often called provincial autonomy) to the Provinces of
British India, now numbering eleven. Responsibility for finance,
*law and order', and other departments passed to the control
of Indian ministries, formed very much on the lines of cabinet
government in Britain, and subject only to certain emergency
powers of the Governors known as 'safeguards*. The Act pro-
vided for a great extension of the franchise, estimated to give a
vote to over 40 per cent of the adult male population and to about
10 per cent of die adult women. Separate communal electorates
were continued in accordance with the modified Communal
Award to which we have referred.

Part I of the Act came into operation in April 1937, and the
Congress party, by far the largest and best organised political
party in India, obtained majorities in seven of the eleven Pro-
vinces. Congress ministries found in practice that they need not
have feared the use of the emergency powers of the Governors,
which for a few months after the elections deterred the party from
accepting office. It is generally recognised that, save in one respect,
referred to below, these ministries worked with success and